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tion or Syndical authorities would have been then in a position
to classify the boy or girl and make the best of him or her in the
two great armies of workers and soldiers by which the State lives
its super-individual life. This libretto personale had, however,
not yet come into general usage by 1939.
Some of the measures recorded above belong to the periods
between 1935 and 1939 when Cesare Maria de Vecchi and
Giuseppe Bottai were Ministers for Education. But these
measures were not characteristic of their personal policies.
Bottai's own activities will be recorded in Part IV. De Vecchi's
work was not as revolutionary as that which his successor meant
to carry out, but wras very significant of the development of Fascist
totalitarianism. In the course of a few months, in 1935, he
revised many laws on education with the aim of increasing the
power and control of the State, centralizing all responsibilities
in the Minister himself, and bringing the organizations of the
Party into immediate collaboration with the Ministry. His
reform of the Supreme Council of Instruction, the re-institution
of the Supervisors of Studies in every province, the sweeping
reforms in the universities, the centralization of all control over
elementary schools, and his personal intervention in all disci-
plinary measures regarding teachers and pupils showed a
determination to impose the authority of the State wherever
any * leakage of freedom' had been allowed or encouraged by the
educational policy of Gentile and his successors. The future
historian may perhaps find also that this strong supporter of the
Monarchy and of a firm collaboration between State and Church
wanted to assert the importance of stable laws to the exclusion of
elastic and mutable Party politics. In this light the appointment
of the more socialistically minded Bottai may appear to be the
result of competitive strife between two Fascist tendencies.
The highest advisory body of the Ministry of Education, the
Supreme Council, was reorganized in June 1935. The main
alteration was that in future the Secretary of the Fascist Party,
the President of the CXN.B., and the President of the National
Confederation of Intellectuals were to become members of the
council in their own right. This meant that the voices of these
organizations were to be heard in the highest place where deci-
sions on education were taken; but the decision remained with
the Minister. The dignity bestowed upon the heads of the Party,
O.N.B., and the Confederation, had perhaps to be paid for by the
surrender of some of their initiative or independence. It was one
step in the process of absorption of the Party, etc., into the State,
in the transformation from perpetual revolution based on the
* dual system * into a settled absolutism of the monarchical State.